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MINUTES
MEETING OF

THE ADRC of the GREATER NORTH SHORE

PARTNERS COMMITTEE

North Shore Elder Services

152 Sylvan Street, Danvers, Massachusetts
Wednesday, September 21, 2011

12:30 to 2:00 p.m.

Present at the meeting: Michael Oliver, Jane Militello, Darcey Adams, Lorraine Diener, Pamela Taylor, Lisa Orgetta, John Ford, Jean Rockett, Teresa Arnold, Amy Nazaire, Debra Katt-Lloyd, Jean Rockett, Teresa Arnold, Laura Connors, Paul Lanzikos, and Patricia Cox.
Opening

Paul called the meeting to order at 12:40 PM.  
Review of ADRCGNS Annual Conference

Patricia reported over 90 people attended the conference; including several from other ADRC’s.  The Hawthorne Hotel was very accommodating to individuals with disabilities, and those with dietary restrictions.  There were 13 Exhibitors; up from 4 in 2010.  The twelve pages Program Book was well-received with six full-page colored ads and two half-page colored ads.  Eastern Bank contributed $2,000; Associated Home Care and GLSS each contributed $1,000.  Patricia distributed program books to those who did not attend.  The feedback from the attendees gives the content and the conference overall “Excellent” and positive ratings.  Planning for 2012 begins in January.  
Update: Section 3026 Care Transitions Funding Opportunity ~ Safe Passages
Paul reported in the absence of Valerie Parker Callahan.  The root cause analysis data collection is in progress with information gathering from the hospitals.  The goal is to reduce the rate of avoidable hospital readmissions.  The breakdown seems to occur following release from the hospital.  The application will be submitted in Fall 2011.  Valerie Parker Callahan will be invited to make a presentation at the November 2011 Partners Meeting.
Updates
· Options Program:  Jean Rockett reported statewide training programs for Options Counselors are in progress.  A presentation on the program will be made at the upcoming COA Conference in Sturbridge.

· NACS:  Darcey Adams reported there have been 158 referrals; 62% saw a Coleman coach.  Of the 158, 10 have been finalized; eight are in process.
· Greater North Shore on the Move:  Paul reported in the absence of Mark Whitmore.  The Employment Xpress program is a specialized transportation service funded by the New Freedom grant.  The program provides transportation to jobs in Danvers, Peabody, and Danvers; along Route 114 and Route 1. Individuals living in surrounding communities, who have access to the commuter rail, will be picked up at the Salem train station and taken to their place of employment.  The Mobility Links program operated by GLSS maximizes the use of vehicles for seniors and individuals with disabilities.  Mobility Links will be invited to make a presentation at the Partners meeting in January 2012.
· Life Span Respite:  Amy Nazaire reported the goal of the federal grant is to expand resources for seniors, family caregivers, and all individuals with disabilities.  There will an event on November 9 at the State House, “One Voice for Caregivers”. A Web site is in development.
· Over the Rainbow:  Paul reported the group is very active, and that NSES received an award for the innovative program. 
· State ADRC:  Laura Connors reported that by the end of September there should be news if Massachusetts will receive the three-year grant to expand the reach of long-term services and supports.  The first meeting of the statewide Leadership Group will be on Monday. September 26.  Kay Bierwiler will represent the ADRCGNS.  The Outcomes and Data Workgroup will measure the success of the ADRC.  

Additions to the Agenda
Adult Day Health
Darcey reported full funding is restored for Adult Day Health for the remainder of this year.  Cuts are threatened going forward.  Mass General is ending their Adult Family Care program.  Teresa Arnold reported Caregiver Homes is stable at present.  Group Adult Foster Care (under Mass Health) has been dropped, which affects 1700 consumers, who have been reassigned.  There has not been an orderly transition.  Mary Gant, former Beverly legislator and a nurse will be the new Director of Long-term Services and Supports at MassHealth, under the new Medicaid Director.   
Information Sharing
Debra Katt-Lloyd, Alzheimer’s Association announced September 21 as Alzheimer’s Advocacy Day.  There will be a walk to benefit the Alzheimer’s Association on October 2.  More family education trainings are being planned.  

The North Shore Alzheimer’s Partnership will hold its 13th Annual Caregiver’s Conference on Saturday, November 5 at the Holiday Inn, Route 1 North.  To register call: 781-231-7800.
John Ford, Neighborhood Legal Services, announced a video training for family guardians will be ready in October.  John will be invited to make a presentation at the March 2012 Partners Meeting.

Jean Rockett announced the ILCNSCA will hold a presentation on Mobility Links on Tuesday, October 4 at Beverly Cooperative Bank in Salem, from 2:00 PM to 3:30 PM.  For more information and to register go to: www.ilcnsca.org/events.php or call Grant Murphy at 978-741-0077, Ext. 130.
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 2:10 PM.
The next meeting will on November 16, 2011, at NSES.  Lunch is available at Noon.  Meeting begins promptly at 12:30 PM.
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