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MINUTES

MEETING OF

THE ADRC of the GREATER NORTH SHORE

PARTNERS COMMITTEE

North Shore Elder Services

152 Sylvan Street, Danvers, Massachusetts
Wednesday, July 20, 2011

12:30 to 2:00 p.m.

Present at the meeting:  Paul Muzhuthett, Jane Militello, Roger Kolakowski, Lisa Rose, Shawn McDuff, Sandra Efstratiou, Warren Goodwin, MaryAnn Holak, Susan Gannon, Darcey Adams, Hope Watt-Bucci, Paul Lanzikos, and Patricia Cox.
Opening

Paul called the meeting to order at 12:40 PM.  Self-introductions were made.  Paul reminded the group that each meeting will feature a 15 minute presentation by a Partner.  Contact Patricia Cox at pcox@nselder.org, if you would like to make a presentation or to suggest a speaker and topic.  
Mary Margaret Moore phoned in and gave an update on the NICL Conference and activities in Washington, DC.

Feature Presentation: All People Accessible Business (APAB) Accessibility Guidance Services.  
ILCNSCA Deputy Director Shawn McDuff and ILCNSCA Community Education and Outreach Assistant Lisa Rose described the service designed to guide businesses to be accessible to all customers, and to recognize community businesses that are accessible and inclusive.  ILCNSCA trained volunteer surveyors will conduct accessibility surveys based on the Massachusetts Accessibility Regulations, and the federal guidelines of the Americans with Disabilities Act Accessibility Guidance.  The suggested donation for the APAB services is a $200 minimum tax free donation to the ILCNSCA.  More Information is available online at: www.apabnsca.org, by E-mail at: APAB@ilcnsca.org; and by phone at 978-741-0077.  Brochures are also available.  The presentation was enthusiastically received and you are encouraged to visit the Web site.
Section 3026 Care Transitions Funding Opportunity ~ Safe Passages
Paul reported in Valerie’s absence.  The root cause analysis data collection is underway; information provided by the hospitals.  The goal is to reduce the rate of avoidable hospital readmissions.  The breakdown seems to occur following release from the hospital.  The application will be submitted in Fall 2011.  
Under 65 Dually Eligible Initiative
Paul provided an update on this new Medicaid/Medicare Waiver for those under age 65, which applies to about 110,000 people in the Commonwealth The system is intended to provide consumer choice, autonomy, and self-determination. 
ADRC State Strategic Plan Update
· Paul distributed the ADRC Implementation Template (Attached) Each ADRC leadership group will discuss how best to develop its plan for achieving the balance of Year 1 and Year 2 deliverables, as outlined (and agreed to) in the State Strategic Plan.  The Template is one way the individual ADRC’s might consider approaching their discussion.  Each ADRC is asked to submit its plans to EOEA/MRC by August 31, 2011.  Paul invited comments and participation in the planning process.  
· A new Statewide ADRC Leadership Group is being formed and each ADRC was asked to submit the name of one member of its leadership team to represent them on the new group by July 8, 2011.  Every effort will be made to maintain a balance between aging and disability agencies on the group.  The ADRC of GNS nominated Mary Margaret Moore with Paul Lanzikos as the alternate.
· As part of the Integrated Systems grant application, AoA requires letters of support from a mix of stakeholders, including each ADRC.  The primary goal of the grant is to fund ADRC coordination and to continue the work in implementing the ADRC Strategic Plan.  Copies of the sample letters were distributed (Attached).  Paul and Mary Margaret will ensure the letters are signed and sent by the July 22 deadline.
 
Program Updates
· Options Program: Paul Lanzikos reported for Carol Suleski.  The ADRC of GNS has changed the name from Options Counselors to Options Advisors.  Jane Militello mentioned the good information exchanged at the Options cross-training coordinated by the ILCNSCA in June.

· Care Transitions:  Darcey reported it is still somewhat of a struggle to get more referrals; the additional training is having a positive impact.
· Transportation/Mobility Programs: Sandra Efstratiou described the Employment Xpress program, a specialized transportation service funded by the New Freedom grant.  The program provides transportation to jobs in Danvers, Peabody, and Danvers; along Route 114 and Route 1. Individuals living in surrounding communities, who have access to the commuter rail, will be picked up at the Salem train station and taken to their place of employment.  Sandra distributed brochures.
· Life Span Respite:  Paul reported for Amy Nazaire.  The program is working to organize respite services.  Caregivers are most often family members.
ADRCGNS Annual Conference
Patricia Cox distributed the Conference Registration Form and the Invitation to Exhibit, Advertise & Sponsor (Attached).  Both documents are also posted on the ADRCGNS Web site at www.adrcgns.org.  The Partners are urged to spread the word about the event, recruit exhibitors, advertisers and sponsors and to register for the conference to be held on Thursday, September 15, 2011, from 9:00 AM – 2:30 PM.  Suggestions for exhibitors, advertisers and sponsors should be sent to Patricia at pcox@neslder.org.   
Additions to the Agenda
Adult Day Health
Darcey reported full funding is restored for Adult Day Health for the remainder of this year.  She added that no formal licensing is required for adult day health.
The Affiliation of Northeast Health System and Lahey Clinic 
Darcy informed the group on the “coming together” of Northeast Health System and Lahey Clinic.  The new health care system will be called Lahey Health System, and be led by Lahey President & CEO Dr. Howard Grant.  Both systems will continue to operate as independent hospitals.  
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 2:10 PM.
Attachments:

1. ADRC Implementation Template

2. Two Letters of Support for Integrated Systems grant application

3. Annual Conference Registration form

4. Annual Conference Invitation to Exhibit, Advertise & Sponsor
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